
 
If I were to lay out my journey as a lifelong learner as a paper timeline on a tabletop, 
there are three moments of key significance to highlight that define how and where 

I am today. The first would be when I was in 7th grade, at the age of 11. During 
that year of schooling I suffered a terrible TBI (traumatic brain injury) that 

resulted in the thrice fracturing of my skull with internal contusions and 
haemorrhaging of the left parietal. Following initial recovery, subsequent physical trauma revealed what 
would later be diagnosed as a seizure disorder and irreparable nerve damage to my right hand, resulting 
in loss of motor function and touch sensitivity. Life went on, hindered slightly by this silent and unseen 
disability, but I completed my schooling and went on to university. Needless to say that back then at the 
tender age of 11 I would not become aware of the true impact of this life event until the second moment 
of key significance: when I became a teacher. 

It was at the age of 19 in the year 2005 when I first entered into the world of 
education and began to learn the tricks of the trade, teaching a full time 
schedule while studying for my university degree at night. During those 
early years as a teacher, I watched my students intently, and I had an 
epiphany: none of them were learning the exact same way. It may seem 
trivial to the more veteran of us educators, but in that moment the 
realisation hit me on a much deeper level. Thinking back to my formative 
years, analysing the countless tests I had studied for, books I had read, 
worksheets I had filled in, projects I had completed, and exams I had taken, there w a s o n e 
thing that was becoming more prominent in the present than it had in the past. I became aware 
that how I had learned prior to my TBI was completely different to post TBI.  

Before the accident I was able to internalise new information in the traditional sense, following a 
prescriptive “algorithm of behaviour” that educational systems are designed to in-still in learners: 

“I give you information in X manner, you park it in short term memory for Y amount of time, and 
regurgitate it back to me in Z manner, upon which I reward you with a grade, you release what was in 
short term memory, and we repeat the cycle”. 

Upon closer inspection into my memories of my childhood learning, and upon stripping away any 
inconsequential factors such as content covered or individual teacher delivery method, it was clear that 
post TBI my brain was working in a different capacity with new information. I wanted to commit more of it 
to long term, but was struggling to make any connections between that and short term, unless I had one 
key thing: visuals. 
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Looking back on it now, when I paired new information with visuals, my mind was able to not only make 
sense on a deeper level but was able to recall it more easily and readily. The startling contrast was 
that this was not how my brain was working prior to my 7th grade 
studies. It was as if as a result of the trauma my brain, upon 
realising it had sustained severed connections had found new ways 
of transmitting and storing information but needed a visual to 
complete the journey from short to long term. Looking into the 
memories of my remaining middle and high school years, 
recollections of doodling in class, colouring in handouts, 
highlighting text in different colours, and even adding drawings to 
words on revision flash cards was not anything that struck me at the time as being anything different 
from what my peers were likely doing.  

I notice now as an educator with 16 years of experience that any work I did post TBI that allowed for 
visuals or an element of creativity, I thrived at, whereas with work that was rigid, restrictive, and “by the 
book” traditional, I struggled with immensely. And it was years later upon watching my first group of 
students showcase their own ways of committing new information to memory that I was reflective on my 
own experiences. It isn’t until you watch “how” others learn that you truly become aware of how 
differently our minds work. 

And this brings me to the third and most recent moment of key significance as a lifelong learner: the 
moment I found the tool that finally allowed me to make sense of a lifetime of visuals that were stored in 
mind. I was introduced to Augmented Reality in the spring of 2019, not long after 

I had been recognised as an Apple Distinguished Educator (to this day 
one of my proudest professional accomplishments). I experimented 

with the tech initially but struggled to make sense of how it could 
tie into education and I therefore set it aside, casting it off as 
another EdTech fad that simply marketed well. 
 
It wasn’t until December of the same year that AR came back into 

my life, when I set about the challenge of devoting 25 sequential 
days to exploring and showcasing what could in fact be possible with 

AR in a purposeful way for education. It was through these 25 days that 
a whole new world began opening up for me. It was as if someone had run through 
the years of collective images stored away in my mind and was using them to create new and diverse 
experiences. 

In the following year of 2020 I became so deeply connected to this tool, using it more and more, going 
deeper and deeper into what was possible and creating freely with my iPad. It transformed not only how I 
was thinking but how I was able to share my thinking with others. While I hold above par language and 
communication skills (I can write, read, draw, and sing) I had never come across a means of being able to 



take what was inside my head and get another person to understand it in exactly the way I was thinking it. 
Augmented Reality changed all that.  

As I was transitioning from classroom teacher to digital specialist and 
coach, I was spending more time working with other educators to 
develop their ideas and their lessons. Finally I had a tool that would 
allow others to literally “see what I was thinking”, 
bringing to light their “ah I see” moments of 

clarity. This gave me such freedom and 
diversity, and allowed others to fully 

understand my thought process and ideas. 

To this day and hopefully for many more, I will continue to push the 
boundaries of the purposeful use of AR in education. In the last year alone I 
have spoken at 4 global conferences, published 7 books, and created a new 
genre of Augmented Reality Escape Rooms for education, all accomplishments I 
thought would never stand by my name and for that I am truly grateful. 

AR should be seen as a tool that provides not only creative freedom to design and explore immersive 
experiences, but as an accessibility option for those learners that, like myself, can only make sense of the 
world through visuals.
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